	
[image: image1.wmf] 


	Chatham Medical Reserve Corps

	November 2005
	Volume 7

	MRC Badges are now available. Please contact Kelly to set up a time to have yours made.
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	What’s New

The Chatham Citizen Corps Council is now a free standing Non-Profit Organization. With its inception, the Council has now been approved for 9 VISTA positions to continue building the capacity of the Homeland Security Programs the Council oversees. New VISTA’s should start arriving around January, with the VISTA program lasting for 3 years. The non-profit status will now enable the council to pursue grant opportunities.  We are now recruiting VISTA members to develop our volunteer programs CERT, MRC, Teen SERT, Fire Prevention and Safety, Community Watch and the Council itself.  If you know of anyone who would like to work as a VISTA, please have them contact Jamie Dickens immediately at 663-1181.
Liability Issues For Volunteers
Since our last newsletter, House Bill 1297 was written into law on October 1, 2005. To view the bill, visit the link below. We again would like to thank all of those who not only assisted with the bill, but also lent their support along the way; we could not have done this without all of you. Our goal was to ensure that volunteers from this program were not only covered in an emergency, allowing them to assist their communities, but also in times of prevention and preparedness. A big thanks goes to Representative Joe Hackney, who co-sponsored the bill in the State House.  http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/homePage.pl. 

 Recent Events

Continuing Education Conferences

The conferences this quarter were postponed in order to concentrate on the hurricane activity this season. Due to the historic number and intensity of the hurricanes this year, many MRC units were requested by the MRC Program office to request volunteers be deployed to the effected areas for assistance once local needs were met. During the months of September and October our unit received a total of 45 spontaneous volunteers wishing to offer assistance. Unfortunately we were only able to send one volunteer. We were however able to coordinate with the American Red Cross to offer mandatory Shelter Operations training to the public to assist with shelters when needed. That class had a total of 30 participants who are now certified to assist in shelters within Chatham County.  We are currently planning next Spring’s training programs.  We think some of these will be based around the Strategic National Stockpile distribution.  Contact us if you have other ideas of training needs that you feel are important to our program. 
Interpreter Corps Activities

The CMRC staff is still seeking bilingual members of the community to assist in times of disaster and emergencies. Interpreter Corps members are asked to utilize their interpretation and translation skills by assisting the Latino Family Planning program as well. The Latino Family Planning program is a CDC based program administered through the North Carolina Women’s Health Branch. This initiative provides education and information for women to make more educated choices about their health care as well as assist them in finding better access to a medical provider. The Interpreters are continuing with outreach, home visits and surveys to assess their needs/views about family planning services in Chatham County and appointments into health care have been made through Siler City Community Health Center and Chatham County Public Health Department. Lay Health Advisors receive training on various women’s health issues and have also been trained through the Fire Marshal’s office to assist with a new Fire Prevention Safety Grant. This grant assists the Hispanic community who cannot afford smoke detectors with detectors and a prevention check of their home. 

CERT Program Update

The CERT program continues to grow as local Hispanic churches complete their trainings. To date the CERT program now has 8 Teams with a combined total of 138 members. Jamie Dickens, a VISTA member has assumed the role of training coordinator of the CERT program as well as continuing to coordinate the Teen SERT program for the youth of Chatham County. If you would like more information on either program you can reach her at 919-663-1181 or jdickens@chathammrc.org.

Disaster Management Committee

The MRC and CERT program staff has been coordinating with the Chatham County Department of Public Health to assist in the development of the county’s SNS plan. The Disaster Management Committee is comprised of local first responder agencies and is responsible for the plan as well as developing job descriptions for all personnel and volunteers involved.  MRC and CERT volunteers have been written into the plan and those job descriptions will be available to volunteers as needed. If you would like to participate in the vaccination or medicine distribution stockpile if needed, please contact our office at 919-663-1181 or by emailing awatson@chathammrc.org. Volunteers must be credentialed and trained prior to such an event, which is why we are asking interested volunteers to sign up as soon as possible.  So please contact Ann Watson if you are interested in assisting with the Strategic National Stockpile in our county should it ever be needed.  



	
	“No community is truly prepared for a disaster until every individual, family and household takes personal responsibility for preparedness.”

--- American Red Cross President & CEO Marsha J. Evans

Medical Reserve Corps Project Director Bill Lail and CERT Training Coordinator Jamie Dickens attended a State conference November 15 of the North Carolina Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) www.med.unc.edu/trauma/ or www.midcarolinatraumarac.com/ for more specific information on our region. This meeting was also for the North Carolina Office of Public Health Response and Preparedness, which can be located at www.epi.state.nc.us/epi/phpr/.  The two major organizations for North Carolina’s response to medical/bio terrorism and pandemic emergency were discussing possible ways to improve our preparedness through coordination of programs.  Bill made a presentation on the role a volunteer-based Medical Reserve Corps could play in providing surge capacity in an emergency, as well as sustained support if needed.  The presentation was well received.  Other MRC units from across the State attended the conference and contributed to this vital conversation.   In previous discussions with Preparedness Coordinator Randy Kearns of the UNC Health Care Trauma Program, Bill had discussed the possibility of coordinated trainings with the Chatham MRC volunteers.  Randy also needs volunteers to work at UNC Hospitals and this region in catastrophic emergencies.  If you are interested in serving in this system, please contact Ann Watson.  You can go to the above websites for more information on their ongoing education programs.  We hope to conduct shared trainings in the future.  
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