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	MRC Badges are now available. Please contact Ann to set up a time to have yours made.

Inside this issue…

· What’s New

· Chatham MRC News
· Recent Events

· Interpreter Corps

· Fire Prevention and Safety Program

· CERT Program Update

· Disaster Management Committee

· Upcoming Drills and Exercises

· Important Links

[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.wmf]
[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.wmf]
[image: image6.wmf]
	What’s New

Five new VISTA members have come onboard to continue building the capacity of the Homeland Security Programs of the Chatham Citizen Corps Council. The VISTA program will last for 3 years.  These new VISTA members join Jamie Dickens, VISTA Team Leader/ CERT, Teen SERT Coordinator and MRC assistant, as well as Richard Peterson and Felipe Aguayo, who have already been serving as VISTAs. The non-profit status will now enable the Council to pursue grant opportunities and we have applied for a couple already. VISTA members will help develop our volunteer programs CERT, MRC, Teen SERT, Fire Prevention and Safety, Community Watch/ We Care and the Council itself.  One of our new VISTAs will be assigned as an assistant to the MRC and you will be hearing from her soon.  Other VISTA members will be cross-trained to work in MRC as well.
Chatham County MRC News
Bill Lail, MRC Project Director has been asked to speak to three different groups at the state level.  The Chatham Medical Reserve Corps and the Citizen Corps Council are exemplary in their planning and implementation of programs to benefit our community.  Bill spoke at the North Carolina Emergency Management (NCEM) Conference March 5-8 at the Sea Trails Resort in Sunset Beach, NC.  This request was on behalf of the Guilford County Emergency Management Director, Ron Campbell.  Bill presented at a workshop March 23 with the topic “Disaster Preparedness and National Service Programs” during the NC/SC Corporation for National and Community Service Conference at Carolina Beach.  The Citizen Corps Council State Conference to be held in May has also asked Bill to speak about how Bill has structured the Citizen Corps Council in Chatham County.  They say, “We find you to be a best practice and think it would be beneficial to hear how you have brought the different players together, explored funding, and performed oversight on the different programs.”
Recent Events
Safe Communities/ WE CARE
The Chatham Citizen Corps Council met on April 19, 2006, and decided to continue its support the Safe Communities program even though it will remain with the health department.  At a recent meeting of the Citizen Corps Council, it was agreed that a VISTA member would be very helpful in the role of organizing and continual follow-up and recruitment for this valuable program.  As an added responsibility, this VISTA member will coordinate the WE CARE Program which helps to look after the elderly in Chatham County.  We have many elderly residents who do not have family to keep a check on them, and a VISTA member could help to coordinate this program with some of our CERT volunteers to make sure that elderly residents throughout Chatham County are safe during times of severe weather.  If you would like to be involved in either of these programs, please contact Jamie Dickens at 919-663-1181 or email her at jdickens@chathammrc.org.
Interpreter Corps Activities

The CMRC staff is still seeking bilingual members of the community to assist in times of disaster and emergencies. Interpreter Corps members are asked to utilize their interpretation and translation skills by assisting the Latino Family Planning program as well. The Latino Family Planning program is a CDC based program administered through the North Carolina Women’s Health Branch. This initiative provides education and information for women to make more educated choices about their health care as well as assist them in finding better access to a medical provider. The Interpreters are continuing with outreach, home visits and surveys to assess their needs/views about family planning services in Chatham County and appointments into health care have been made through Siler City Community Health Center and Chatham County Public Health Department. Lay Health Advisors receive training on various women’s health issues. 

Fire Prevention and Safety Program
Over the last year, we have worked hard to make Chatham County a safer place and to reduce the risk of death to children from fire and smoke.  To date, program workers have completed over 440 home visits and installed more than 160 smoke detectors.  Over 2000 children in Chatham County have been directly touched by this program, and according to Chatham County Fire Marshal, Tom Bender, since the inception of this program, there has not been one injury or death as a result of smoke or fire.  
Thank you to all the organizations and individuals who helped to make this program a success and to the local plants who allowed us to come in and get referrals for home visits.
CERT Program Update
· A quarterly Newsletter has been created. 

· Friday April 21, Governor’s Club held major meeting of all their CERT members to discuss changes, upcoming events, and new ideas that will help improve their structure.

· Bethany Baptist Church in Gulf is now a CERT team. Their first official meeting was Monday April 24, 2006.

· The office has written a grant and received letters of support for the additional funding left from state. We are hoping to receive the money to provide CERT members the rest of their bags, pay off the FRC for funds borrowed and assist in conferences this year. 

· May 18th, Fearrington will be holding a meeting on weather with Jeff Orrock, the Warning Coordination Meteorologist from NOAA.
Teen Student Emergency Response Teams

(Teen SERT)

· March 11th we had a presentation at DSS with the Linx program. We are setting up a Teen SERT program this winter for them.

· Jamie Dickens met with Northwood who has a group of students that are interested in extracurricular activities. They want to work Teen SERT into the schedule.

· Chatham Central will be using their Student Government to organize a Teen SERT team. We are hoping that group will start up next year. 

To date the CERT program now has 7 Teams with a combined total of 138 members. Jamie Dickens, a VISTA member, has assumed the role of training coordinator of the CERT program as well as continuing to coordinate the Teen SERT program for the youth of Chatham County. If you would like more information on either program you can reach her at 919-663-1181 or jdickens@chathammrc.org.

American Red Cross CPR Training
Jamie Dickens, CERT/SERT Coordinator in conjunction with the MRC and ARC is offering CPR to those needing certification or recertification. A class is scheduled for Saturday, June 17 from 9am until 12 noon.  If you would like to be certified or recertified, please give Jamie a call at 919-663-1181 or email at jdickens@chathammrc.org.
Disaster Management Committee

The Disaster Management Committee held a meeting on April 20, 2006 at the Siler City Police Department.  The MRC and CERT program staff coordinated with this team led by the Chatham County Public Health Department to assist in the development of the county’s SNS plan. The Disaster Management Committee is comprised of local first responder agencies and is responsible for the plan as well as developing job descriptions for all personnel and volunteers involved.  MRC and CERT volunteers were written into the plan and those job descriptions will be available to volunteers as needed.  Shirley Cotten from the Chatham County Public Health Department will now be working with the EOC in the continuation of these plans.  There is still much work to be done in getting Chatham County ready for a disaster, but all agencies present exhibit a true desire to move forward as quickly and efficiently as possible.
 If you would like to participate in the vaccination or medicine distribution stockpile if needed, please contact our office at 919-663-1181 or by emailing awatson@chathammrc.org. Volunteers must be credentialed and trained prior to such an event, which is why we are asking interested volunteers to sign up as soon as possible.  So please contact Ann Watson if you are interested in assisting with the Strategic National Stockpile in our county should it ever be needed.  

Upcoming Conferences
We are in the proc[image: image1.emf]

ess of setting up drills and exercises for late spring and summer.  The following conferences will be held:

· Hurricane Preparedness
· Disease Pandemic                                         
· Strategic National Stockpile                            
· Sheltering and Recovery

Please keep these in mind in the coming weeks, and more information will be sent out via email on exact dates, times, and locations.  We all need to work together to make sure Chatham County is prepared.  The MRC provides vital surge capacity to assist our First Responders and medical community in the event of a disaster.

Orange County Public Health Reserve Corps with the Orange County Health Department is having a Spring 2006 Public Health Preparedness Lecture Series.  On March 28, the lecture focused on Bioterrorism Basics, and in April “Bird’s Eye View of Avian Influenza.”  Upcoming lectures include:
· Tuesday, May 30/ 6:30pm “Public Behavior After Disasters:  Lessons Learned”

· Tuesday, June 13/ 6:30pm “Protecting Children’s Mental Health During Disasters”

If you are interested in attending, please visit www.co.orange.nc.us/health, or call 919-245-2388 for more information.

Online Training Links

The following links provide very valuable training resources and tools for learning.

· www.umn.edu  University of Minnesota School of Public Health offers an excellent training on Mass Dispensing Sites and is recommended for all MRC/ CERT volunteers.

· http://www.kiprc.uky.edu/trap/bioterrorism.html  University of Kentucky Bio-Terrorism Preparedness.
· http://www.sph.unc.edu/nccphp/training/  NC Center for Public Health Preparedness.

· www.fema.gov   Various courses available on disaster preparedness.

· www.cdc.gov  Various courses available on such issues as emerging infectious diseases.



	
	“No community is truly prepared for a disaster until every individual, family and household takes personal responsibility for preparedness.”

--- American Red Cross President & CEO Marsha J. Evans










