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	MRC Badges are now available. Please contact Kelly to set up a time to have yours made.
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	CCCC/MRC Continuing Education Workshops
 The CCCC/CMRC monthly workshops are in full swing with attendance growing to over 30+ for each class. The workshops were designed to bring first responders and MRC/CERT volunteers together to discuss specific disaster scenarios and what the volunteer’s role would be in each situation. Volunteers are able to become more educated on response needs to each emergency, what each participating agency would be responsible for, what response plans are in place, etc.  Panel discussions are held so that volunteers can ask questions specific to their needs and gain insight as to what they would be doing for such agencies. Below is the schedule for the year’s workshops. If you are interested in attending any, please register by e-mail to trainings@chathammrc.org with your name, address, phone number, and group your are with.  Each workshop will be held the 2nd Tuesday evening of each month from 4-7 with a light supper provided. The following Tuesday from 6-8 pm, the community college will host their own workshop that will cover the same topic, but will be from the public perspective. Registration for that workshop must be done through Sandra McMahon at 919-542-6495 ext 224. 

03/08/05

4:00-7:00 pm
Agricultural Disease Outbreak Responses: Scenario of Mass Quarantine
04/12/05

4:00-7:00 pm
Community Checking on Community in Disaster
05/10/05

4:00-7:00 pm
Mass Vaccination Response: Scenario of Quick-Strike Disease Prevention
06/14/05

4:00-7:00 pm
Bio-Terrorism Response
07/12/05

4:00-7:00 pm
Hurricane and Flood Response
08/09/05

4:00-7:00 pm
Emergency Response Scenario of Mass Evacuation- cancelled
Date to be announced
Bio-Terrorism Training Exercise
Date to be announced
Airplane Downed Response
New Faces

We the award of the Fire Prevention and Safety Grant, the FRC has added Elizabeth Sanchez to do outreach and education, especially to the large number of Hispanic immigrants in Chatham County.  Our goal is to ensure our County will have a program in place that will significantly mitigate the chances of serious injury and death from fire in our most vulnerable population- our children- for years to come.  Surveys have already been conducted by phone, and Elizabeth has done numerous home visits to address the lack of smoke detectors and egress plans.  Presentations are being planned for 2000 children in Head Starts, Preschools, Kindergartens, Elementary and Middle Schools.  Visits will also be made to 20-30 unregulated childcare homes to educate on the use of fire extinguishers, egress plans and smoke detectors to increase safety from the risk of fire, and injury and death to children under the age of 14.
Liability Issues For Volunteers
Since our last newsletter, House Bill 1297 passed the 2nd & 3rd reading and was referred to Committee on Judiciary I. The bill was very well received with a vote of 113 Aye to 0 No. The bill is now in the Senate. To review the progress of this bill, visit the link below. Attached you will also find a copy of the history of the bill so far. We could not have done this without the help of Mr. Hackney and Mr. LaRoque for sponsoring this bill as well as development of the vision for the bill from Faye Stone, Governors Office of Volunteerism, Citizen Corps Council Program; Cathy Henry and Gary Jones, FEMA, North Carolina CERT program; Cheryl Perry, NC State Assistant Attorney General and all the CERT and MRC members who supported us in development of this bill. Our goal was to ensure that volunteers from this program were not only covered in an emergency, allowing them to assist their communities, but also in times of prevention and preparedness.  http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/homePage.pl. 

SECTION 1. G.S. 1-539.10 reads as rewritten:

 "§ 1-539.10. Immunity from civil liability for volunteers.
(a) A volunteer who performs services for a charitable organization or a volunteer engaged in providing emergency services is not liable in civil damages for any acts or omissions resulting in any injury, death, or loss to person or property arising from the volunteer services rendered if:
(1) The volunteer was acting in good faith and the services rendered were reasonable under the circumstances; and
(2) The acts or omissions do not amount to gross negligence, wanton conduct, or intentional wrongdoing.
(3) The acts or omissions did not occur while the volunteer was operating or responsible for the operation of a motor vehicle.
(b) To the extent that any charitable organization or volunteer has liability insurance, that charitable organization or volunteer shall be deemed to have waived the qualified immunity herein to the extent of indemnification by insurance for the negligence by any volunteer.
(c) Nothing herein shall be construed to alter the standard of care requirement or liability of persons rendering professional services.
(d) As used in this section, the following definitions apply:
(1)       'Emergency services' means the preparation for and the carrying out of functions to prevent, minimize, and repair injury and damage resulting from natural or man-made disasters and all other activities necessary or incidental to the preparation for and carrying out of these functions, which functions include firefighting services: police services: medical and health services: rescue services; engineering services: warning services and communications: radiological, chemical and other special weapons defense; evacuation of persons from stricken areas: emergency welfare services, including providing emergency shelter: emergency transportation: emergency resource management; existing or properly assigned plant protection services: temporary restoration of public utility services: services performed as a function of a Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) unit or a Community Emergency Response Team (CERT): and other functions related to civilian protection, including the administration of approved State and federal disaster recovery and assistance programs.
(2)       'Volunteer' means any person who provides goods or services without any financial gain."
SECTION 2. This act becomes effective October 1, 2005, and applies to claims that arise on or after that date.
Recent Events

Continuing Education Conferences

The conferences in this quarter have been on smallpox outbreak and hurricane/ flood response.

Also in July the CERT teams will be conducting Hurricane exercises in coordination with the Emergency Operations Center. Jeff Beck will be coordinating the exercises with CERT team leaders. Please stay posted on these developments, and keep and eye on the weather.  

Presentation to Board of Commissioners 

On May 23 Bill Lail made a power point presentation on our Citizen Corps Council and volunteer programs to the Chatham County Board of Commissioners at the Siler City Courthouse.  The programs presented were Medical Reserve Corps (MRC), Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT), and the new School Emergency Response Teams project (SERT).  Bill stated that these volunteer-based Homeland Security Programs were of vital importance to our communities, and volunteer numbers for the programs were around 200, and growing.  He reported that CERT Teams are organized to look after their immediate neighbors and community during an emergency as well as on a day-to-day basis, while MRC volunteers would likely be called into service by an event that required a health professional "surge capacity" to meet medical needs of the community.  CERT teams are freestanding within their communities, while the MRC volunteers would likely be called to assist the health department or hospital. In either case, these volunteers are a tremendous asset to all of us in Chatham County.
Upcoming Events
· The MRC is gearing up for a bio-terrorism exercise this fall for our volunteers and community. This exercise will be coordinated with the health department and conducted with our local first responder agencies.

National Medical Reserve Corps Conference

Bill Lail and Kelly Jolley joined nearly 400 Medical Reserve Corps leaders from across the country at the third annual Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) National Leadership Conference, in San Francisco, on April 20-22, 2005.  The conference, which was hosted by the Office of the United States Surgeon General, was designed to better equip MRC units with the tools they need to effectively respond to a public health emergency in their area. 

“It was a tremendous learning experience to attend this meeting with other Medical Reserve Corps leaders from across the country,” Kelly Jolley said.  “I think that Chatham County is becoming well equipped to handle a public health emergency, but we can never be too prepared.  The members of the MRC will continue to work with local and national leaders to ensure a stronger public health response.”

MRC units are community-based and function as a specialized component of Citizen Corps, a national network of volunteers dedicated to making sure their families, homes, and communities are safe from terrorism, crime, and disasters of all kinds. Citizen Corps, AmeriCorps, Senior Corps, and the Peace Corps are all part of the President's USA Freedom Corps, which promotes volunteerism and service throughout the United States. Specifically, Medical Reserve Corps units are made of locally based, medical, public health, and other volunteers who can assist their communities during emergencies, such as an influenza epidemic, a chemical spill, or an act of terrorism.   In addition, MRC volunteers can offer education and prevention services to improve the public health infrastructure of their neighborhoods and communities. 

U.S. Surgeon General Richard H. Carmona opened the conference by presenting his uniquely informed views on the MRC’s development.  The MRC National Program Office is housed in the Office of the Surgeon General. Dr. Carmona spoke on the MRC’s vital role in improving emergency preparedness and strengthening America’s public health infrastructure.

“Whenever there is a public health emergency, local responders are the first on the scene and the last to leave, so it’s imperative that they have the information and tools necessary to give the best immediate care possible,” Dr. Carmona said.  “By continuing to build our public health infrastructure, including the creation and development of Medical Reserve Corps units, we can help ensure a safer and healthier nation.  It was good to be there to share the good things that Chatham County is doing and learn from other units what works as well”

Over the past year, the Chatham Medical Reserve Corps had developed monthly continuing education conferences designed to educate volunteers on specific needs of Chatham County and the role volunteers would play based on the response agency. The Chatham Medical Reserve Corps is always looking for more volunteers.  If interested, please contact Kelly Jolley at 663-3799 or kjolley@chathammrc.org. The website for more information on the program is www.chathammrc.org. There are currently 266 MRC units across the country.  For more information on the Medical Reserve Corps, please visit www.medicalreservecorps.gov
Interpreter Corps Activities

The CMRC Interpreter Corps has been busy utilizing their interpretation and translation skills by assisting the Latino Family Planning program. The Latino Family Planning program is a CDC based program administered through the North Carolina Women’s Health Branch. This initiative provides education and information for women to make more educated choices about their health care as well as assist them in finding better access to a medical provider. Since March, over 100 women have been surveyed as to their needs/views about family planning services in Chatham County and appointments into health care have been made through Siler City Community Health Center and Chatham County Public Health Department. Lay Health Advisors receive training on various women’s health issues and are now being trained through the Fire Marshall’s office to assist with a new Fire Prevention Safety Grant. This grant assists the Hispanic community who cannot afford smoke detectors with detectors and a prevention check of their home. 

Team Activities

Team Leader Bob Cherniak continues to develop quick-strike teams for the MRC. These teams are designed to provide seamless integration of health professional volunteers to the health department in the event of manmade or natural disaster. Volunteers will train as teams for a variety of response scenarios. Volunteers who are not health professionals are needed to make the teams more effective. Including volunteers in planning, logistics, records, finance, interpretation and communications among other duties. Please consider service to the quick-strike team and call Kelly or Ann at 663-3799 to volunteer.

CERT Program Update

The CERT program since February has held trainings at St. Julia’s Catholic Church, graduating 9 members and Governor’s Club graduating 20 members. Fearrington Village teams completed a Shelter Operations and Mass Care course through the American Red Cross and 2 CPR courses for 30 members. CERT Members have participated in 4 CCCC/MRC Continuing Education conferences. CERT volunteers also participated in the Safe Kids Day at Jordan Lake. The CERT program was presented to the Homeowner Association at Chatham Forest and at Rocco Fuerte Baptist church in Pittsboro.



	
	   Citizen Corps Council

Our Citizen Corps Council oversees the CERT Program and serves as an advisory board for the Medical Reserve Corps Unit. In the 2 years that the council has been established, we have expanded from 11 members to 34 members currently. The council is made of community leaders who have an interest in seeing Chatham County become a safer, more prepared community. New members voted in include:  Beverly Crotts, Chatham County School Board; Sandra McMahon, CCCC; John Tanner, Chatham County DSS; Lonnie West, Council on Aging; Harold Morcombe, American 

Red Cross; Greg Schneider, Jordan Lake State Park; SFC Daniel Lewis, Nation Guard; Brenda Sponsler, Chatham Hospital.

Chatham Citizens Corps Council:
Council Presentation/Meeting W/...35 People
Council Members Individual Discussion/Meetings...45 People
VISTA Training in Raleigh Discussion/Meetings... w/45 People
Citizens Corps Council Drill Committee new members added: Greg Schneider, SFC Dannie Lewis
Named Co-Chairman w/Jeff Beck
Presentation/Meeting w/ ...12 People
Individual Discussion/Meetings w/... 10 People
VISTA Training in Raleigh Discussion/Meetings...w/ 45 People
Medical Reserve Corps
CCC College Conference Presentation/Meetings...w/43 People Individual Discussion/Meetings...23 People
Teen SERT
Council Presentation/Meeting w/ 35 People School Administration Presentation Meeting W/...8 People Board of Education Presentation/Meeting w/ 30 People Individual Discussion/Meetings...w/15 People
Chatham County CERT
Training/Presentation/Discussion...w/ 37 People
Individual Discussion/Meetings... w/16 People
Drill EOC-Moncure Participation/Discussion/Meeting...w/55 People
Chatham County Safe Communities/Safe Kids Coalition
Coalition Presentation/Discussions/Meetings, w/26 People Individual Discussions/Meetings... w/10 People
For more information on any of the topics you see here, feel free to visit our websites:

www.chathammrc.org
www.frcchatham.org
www.chatham-citizencorps.org
Or call 663-1181

Thank you for your participation in this program and for helping us to create a better prepared Chatham County. Your efforts are extremely appreciated.

Goodbye to a True Chatham Champion

The Chatham Family Resource Center said goodbye on August 10, 2005 to Mack Herndon.

Mack was instrumental in setting up the Chatham Citizens Corps Council and helped with both CERT and MRC programs as well.  He had a true quality of being able to interact with anyone and was instrumental in developing the programs run from the Family Resource Center.  With a background in coaching, his warmth and genuine concern for Chatham County and its residents will be missed.  We all express our gratitude and well wishes as Mack moves on to another coaching position in the western part of the state.  Any athletic program would be fortunate to have him.
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