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	MRC Badges are now available. Please contact Ann to set up a time to have yours made.
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“No community is truly prepared for a disaster until every individual, family and household takes personal responsibility for preparedness.”

--- American Red Cross President & CEO Marsha J. Evans

	What’s New
Planning is underway for our first annual “Preparedness Fair” to be held on Saturday, April 28 at the Pittsboro campus of Central Carolina Community College between the hours 9am – 5pm.  This is going to be a great opportunity for the community to come out and learn how they can be prepared for any disaster that comes our way.  Vendors will be on hand with preparedness items, and our local first responders will be present to offer advice on preparing your home and your community.  If you would like to know more, or would like to participate in some way, please call our office.
Recent Events
Citizen Corps Council Program Activities

To keep abreast of all Citizen Corps Council activities, please visit our website at www.chatham-citizencorps.org.  On the website, you can view minutes of recent meetings as well as notes of all recent activities.

Amateur Radio/ Emergency Communications

The goal of the Emergency Communications Committee is to establish and operate an amateur radio emergency communications network in Chatham County.  Such a radio network will be part of an existing national network supported by the ARRL(American Radio Relay League). Surrounding counties now participate in such network. The network is periodically activated as part of ongoing training; it is activated for official emergency use by the County Emergency Operations Manager. 

Network members are required to have an FCC(Federal Communications Commission) issued license. License training is offered for individuals interested in participating in network activities. 

125 FCC listed radio amateurs in Chatham county have been contacted offering them opportunity to participate in the network  to be formed. Three meetings have been held with an average participation of 22.  Topics covered in meetings have been the national ARRL emergency and the County's participation as part of the national network, organizational and individual interest matters, introduction to County Emergency Operations and the network's possible integration into that activity, 

Further meetings of interested individuals are scheduled through 12 Dec 06. Central Carolina Community College provides meeting facilities.

Submitted by: Patrick Casey, AmeriCorps VISTA member  (919)663-5867 pcasey@chatham-citizencorps.org
Safe Communities

The Safe Communities /Safe Kids mission is to reduce and prevent accidental injuries. I am responsible for planning, developing, researching, managing the program and committee of 13 people.

Our focus groups cover all age groups and include ways to address each group, such as infant and toddler car seats, car seat safety checks, ATV safety, water and fire safety, anti-bullying strategies, safe driving, Teen SERT, and Tai Chi for older adults to prevent falls.                        

The next Safe Communities meeting is scheduled for November 27 at 10:30am at the Chatham Family Resource Center, and meetings will be ongoing each month to address safety and injury prevention efforts in Chatham County.  If you would like to attend, or have a suggestion for an activity, please contact Becky Frazier at the number or email listed below.

Submitted by: Becky Frazier, AmeriCorps VISTA member  (919)663-5867 rfrazier@chatham-citizencorps.org
Water Safety
Fire Prevention and Safety Program
Even though funding ended for this program in April, outreach is ongoing through VISTA members Felipe Aguayo, Yesenia Espiricueta and a team of Lay Health Advisors.
Since July, 70 additional home visits have been made where at least one smoke detector was installed.  This program continues to reach the most vulnerable in our community and has had a lasting and meaningful effect.  In the coming year, we will also be doing repeat visits to check on compliance with safety recommendations and to check to see that smoke detectors are being maintained in working order.

This project has made a significant difference in the Hispanic community, increasing their knowledge of fire safety and their responsibilities for making their homes and child care centers safer for their children. The Chatham County Fire Marshal announced that to date this year, there have been no fatalities due to fire in Chatham County. He attributed a portion of this to the increased education and preparation as a result of the outreach. 

Fortunately, with money from Safe Communities, we will be able to reach even more homes in the coming months and years.  In addition, trained staff are available to do presentations at businesses.  Please contact Yesenia Espiricueta if you would like a training done at your workplace.
CERT Program Update
To date the CERT program now has 7 Teams with a combined total of 138 members.  Coordination will be continued by VISTA volunteers of the Citizen Corps Council, and Central Carolina Community College will be working with us to train CERT teams.  If you are interested in starting a CERT team in your community or church, please contact the office at 919-663-1181.

August 30:  Ann Watson, Lisa Cooke, Jessica Schreck, and Patrick Casey attended CERT Mock Hurricane Exercise at Governor's Club.  Approximately 40 CERT team members were in attendance to go over various scenarios and solutions that could happen in the event of a hurricane.
30 members of five CERT groups were represented at the last four conferences, training along with the MRC volunteers and first responders.

October 19: Jessica Schreck and Lisa Cooke attended a Winter Weather Presentation at Fearrington Village that was organized and facilitated by Jeannie Ramsey. 21 people, including CERT members, gathered to hear Lt. Ronnie Page of the North Chatham Fire Department speak on winter fire safety, followed by a winter weather slide show by Jeff Orrock with the Raleigh office of the National Weather Service. Joe Geoghegan, AARP Defensive Driving instructor, gave those present several excellent tips for driving in winter. 

November 7: The Citizen Corps Council office will be sponsoring a presentation on Winter Weather Preparation in the Family Resource Center in Siler City. It will be on Tuesday, November 7, starting at 6:30 p.m. and will give all the CERT groups in Chatham County a chance to meet the VISTA member assigned to them.

We are working with Art DeLuca, the Fearrington CERT Leader, to schedule training at Galloway Ridge. Tentative dates are November 8, 13, 14, 15, and 18. 

The existing CERT groups have now been assigned a VISTA member, and the VISTA members are contacting groups to update contact information and start scheduling continuing education events.

Tony Tucker has written a letter to the Community College so the CERT training classes can now be held there at a reduced cost to the program.
Submitted by Jeannie Ramsey, AmeriCorps*VISTA Team Leader (919)548-5921

jramsey@chatham-citizencorps.org 
Emergency Sheltering
Throughout the winter, VISTA Jessica Schreck has been working with members of the Emergency Sheltering committee to develop plans for companion-animals in Chatham County.  These plans need to be organized carefully throughout the Spring so that they can be used in Chatham County in the future.
 

She has also been working to organize Teen SERT in Chatham schools.  After an initial planning meeting in December, the Teen SERT committee plans on re-vamping the Teen SERT curriculum to provide more comprehensive and applicable information for students that will join the program in the future.
Submitted by Jessica Schreck, AmeriCorps VISTA member  (919) 663-1181

jschreck@chatham-citizencorps.org 
VISTA Member Update

In November the Chatham Citizen Corps Council added one new VISTA member and in January, two new VISTA members came aboard. AmeriCorps*VISTA members are making an impact in Chatham County.  Jessica Kennedy has been in Chatham County for about 8 years and is a graduate of Jordan-Matthews High School.    
Online Training Links

The following links provide very valuable training resources and tools for learning.

· www.umn.edu  University of Minnesota School of Public Health offers an excellent training on Mass Dispensing Sites and is recommended for all MRC/ CERT volunteers.

· http://www.kiprc.uky.edu/trap/bioterrorism.html  University of Kentucky Bio-Terrorism Preparedness.
· http://www.sph.unc.edu/nccphp/training/  NC Center for Public Health Preparedness.

· www.fema.gov   Various courses available on disaster preparedness.

· www.cdc.gov  Various courses available on such issues as emerging infectious diseases.

· http://www.ualbanycphp.org/about.cfm  University of Albany Center for Public Health Preparedness.



	
	








