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	MRC Badges are now available. Please contact Ann to set up a time to have yours made.
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	What’s New

Jamie Dickens, VISTA Volunteer and CERT/Teen SERT Coordinator left in July to pursue other opportunities.  We all wish her the best and applaud the efforts she made while serving with the CCC/FRC.  The 5 new VISTA members recruited this past spring continue to develop the Homeland Security Programs of the Chatham Citizen Corps Council as well as our volunteer programs CERT, MRC, Teen SERT, Fire Prevention and Safety, Community Watch/ We Care and the Council itself.  One of our new VISTAs, Lisa Cooke, has been assigned as an assistant to the MRC and you may have heard from her already.  Lisa is working hard on volunteer recruitment and coordination of our monthly conferences.  Other VISTA members are being cross-trained to work in MRC as well.
Chatham County MRC News
On May 22 & 23, Bill Lail, Director, spoke at the first annual NC Citizen Corps Council Conference at the Friday Center in Chapel Hill.  Bill presented the Medical Reserve Corps program here in Chatham County as a model for other programs around the state.  Also during this conference, Bill and Ann Watson served on a panel of “best practices” with the MRC Coordinators from Orange and Moore Counties.

This summer has been very busy as we have been planning conferences, meeting with committees and doing training.  In June, trainings were held for American Red Cross CPR as well as Red Cross Shelter Training.  Approximately 15 people were trained during this time.

In June, Bill Lail, Ann Watson, Lisa Cooke, and Jessica Schreck met with first responder agencies from Guilford and Forsyth County on helping them to set up a Triad MRC.

Please be sure to see our calendar of Conferences on the last page of this newsletter for dates on our upcoming Conferences.
Recent Events
Hurricane Conference

The Chatham Medical Reserve Corps in conjunction with the Chatham Citizen Corps held a Hurricane Preparedness Conference at Northwood High School on July 18.  There were approximately 65 people in attendance to hear a presentation from Leigh Brock, meteorologist from WFMY-News 2, and from Tony Tucker, Director of the Chatham County Emergency Operations Center.  Also present were local first responder agencies, CCPHD, Chatham Hospital, NCHP, and the Siler City Police Department.  In addition, over 25 CERT volunteers attended as well as MRC volunteers.  A light meal was provided, and volunteers were able ask questions of Tony Tucker on the county and state plans in the event of a hurricane.  The Conference was a huge success, allowing terrific interaction between volunteers and first responders, and was a great way to kick off the conferences for this year.
Disease Pandemic Conference

On August 15, the MRC/CCC held a Disease Pandemic Conference at Northwood High School.  There were approximately 40 people in attendance, who heard a presentation from Dr. Heidi Swygard from the Public Health Regional Surveillance Team 4.  Dr. Swygard would be one of the people responsible for responding to our area in the event of a disease outbreak.  Dr. Swygard spoke on past pandemics and the possibility of one in the near future.  After her presentation, Dan Campeau from NCSU spoke specifically on the economic impact of an Avian Flu for Chatham County.  The exercise which followed allowed the Health Dept., Chatham Hospital, local EOC and volunteers to get a feel for how chaotic it would be if a pandemic were to break out.  Volunteers got the opportunity to work hand in hand with these agencies in response.  In addition, a Public Information table was set up to disseminate information related to the events surrounding the hypothetical outbreak.  We encourage more participation from volunteers at the upcoming exercises to be held in the following months.  Please see the list at the end of the newsletter for details.
Water Safety
What a successful first year of the Water Safety Program coordinated by the Chatham Citizen Corps!  Becky Frazier, VISTA member, worked with the US Army Corps of Engineers to secure free swimming lessons for 50 kids and adults.  What a great way to help our community!
Interpreter Corps Activities

The CMRC staff still seeks bilingual members of the community to assist in times of disaster and emergencies. Interpreter Corps members are asked to utilize their interpretation and translation skills by assisting the Latino Family Planning program as well. The Latino Family Planning program is a CDC based program administered through the North Carolina Women’s Health Branch. This initiative provides education and information for women to make more educated choices about their health care as well as assist them in finding better access to a medical provider. The Interpreters are continuing with outreach, home visits and surveys to assess their needs/views about family planning services in Chatham County and appointments into health care have been made through Siler City Community Health Center and Chatham County Public Health Department. Lay Health Advisors receive training on various women’s health issues. 
Fire Prevention and Safety Program
Over the last year, we have worked hard to make Chatham County a safer place and to reduce the risk of death to children from fire and smoke.  To date, program workers have completed over 500 home visits and installed more than 200 smoke detectors.  Over 2000 children in Chatham County have been directly touched by this program, and according to Chatham County Fire Marshal, Tom Bender, since the inception of this program, there has not been one injury or death as a result of smoke or fire.  
CERT Program Update
· The office has written a grant and received letters of support for the additional funding left from state. We are hoping to receive the money to provide CERT members the rest of their bags, pay off the FRC for funds borrowed and assist in conferences this year. 

· May 18th, Fearrington held a meeting on weather with Jeff Orrock, the Warning Coordination Meteorologist from NOAA.
· Jamie Dickens and Jeannie Ramsey met with Wake County CERT to discuss collaboration and to help CERT members there with planning and development of their teams.

· July 18, over 25 CERT volunteers participated in MRC/ Citizen Corps Hurricane Preparedness Conference.
Teen Student Emergency Response Teams

(Teen SERT)

· Jessica Schreck is working with Chatham County Schools to get teams started this fall. 

To date the CERT program now has 7 Teams with a combined total of 138 members.  Coordination will be continued by VISTA volunteers of the Citizen Corps Council, and Central Carolina Community College will be working with us to train CERT teams.  If you are interested in starting a CERT team in your community or church, please contact the office at 919-663-1181.
ARC Shelter Volunteers Needed
Jessica Schreck, VISTA Member and coordinator of the Citizen Corps Emergency Sheltering Committee in conjunction with the MRC and ARC is seeking volunteers interested in becoming certified to work in County shelters if needed.  Tony Tucker, Emergency Operations Center Director for Chatham County, has identified the single largest need for volunteers during a disaster to be in shelters.  If a hurricane were to strike in the eastern part of the state, Chatham County might be called upon to open shelters for the refugees, and we need more volunteers to man the shelters.  Medical training is not necessary; but any specialized training is appreciated.  If you would like to be trained in this area, please contact Jessica Schreck at 919-663-1181 or email her at jschreck@chatham-citizencorps.org.
Disaster Management Committee

The Disaster Management Committee held a meeting on May 31, 2006 at the Siler City Police Department.  The MRC and CERT program staff coordinated with this team led by the Chatham County Public Health Department to assist in the development of the county’s SNS plan. The Disaster Management Committee is comprised of local first responder agencies and is responsible for the plan as well as developing job descriptions for all personnel and volunteers involved.  MRC and CERT volunteers were written into the plan and those job descriptions will be available to volunteers as needed.  Shirley Cotten from the Chatham County Public Health Department will now be working with the EOC in the continuation of these plans.  There is still much work to be done in getting Chatham County ready for a disaster, but all agencies exhibit a true desire to move forward as quickly and efficiently as possible.
 If you would like to participate in the vaccination or medicine distribution stockpile if needed, please contact our office at 919-663-1181 or by emailing awatson@chathammrc.org. Volunteers must be credentialed and trained prior to such an event, which is why we are asking interested volunteers to sign up as soon as possible.  So please contact Ann Watson if you are interested in assisting with the Strategic National Stockpile in our county should it ever be needed.  

Upcoming Conferences
We are in the proc[image: image1.wmf]ess of setting up drills and exercises for late spring and summer.  The following conferences will be held:
· Disease Pandemic-  August 15                                         
· Strategic National Stockpile-  September 19                           
· Sheltering and Recovery-  October 17
· All Hazards Preparedness and Response- November 21 (tentative)
All Conferences will be held at Northwood High School in the cafeteria from 4-7 pm.  We all need to work together to make sure Chatham County is prepared.  The MRC provides vital surge capacity to assist our First Responders and medical community in the event of a disaster.

Online Training Links

The following links provide very valuable training resources and tools for learning.

· www.umn.edu  University of Minnesota School of Public Health offers an excellent training on Mass Dispensing Sites and is recommended for all MRC/ CERT volunteers.

· http://www.kiprc.uky.edu/trap/bioterrorism.html  University of Kentucky Bio-Terrorism Preparedness.
· http://www.sph.unc.edu/nccphp/training/  NC Center for Public Health Preparedness.

· www.fema.gov   Various courses available on disaster preparedness.

· www.cdc.gov  Various courses available on such issues as emerging infectious diseases.

“No community is truly prepared for a disaster until every individual, family and household takes personal responsibility for preparedness.”

--- American Red Cross President & CEO Marsha J. Evans

	
	








